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Our school is now taking online payments for student fees and do-
nations. You can access the online payment system through Pow-
erSchool, under Student Fees, through the KPBSD website, under 

the Students/Parents tab or through the KPBSD app, under online payments. 
There is a 3.61% per transaction fee for the service, not a source of revenue 
for the district.  Food services payments are accepted online also.  If you do 
make an online payment for activities only please let the office know.   

 November 6—Daylight Saving time, set clocks 

back 1 hour at 2am. 

 November 23—Students Early release at 

12:50pm 

 November 24 & 25—No School— Thanksgiving break 

General News 

Important Dates for November 
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November Newsletter 
N O V E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 1 6  

 

Tutoring is available to students Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday from 2:25-3:00pm.  A bus pass 

can be issued for students to ride the elementary bus 

home if needed.  

Parents if you have not signed up for PowerSchool please call the office at 224-

9000 today to get your log in and password information.  You will be able to check 

on your child’s grades, see missing assignments, lunch balance and much more 

information as well as being able to communicate with teachers. 
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Principals Desk 

School Spirit 

It’s November, and we’ve had a fantastic year so far!  The first big boost from last month came from Clan Wars.  If you 

haven’t heard from your kid, or seen the pictures on Facebook, this was the best day Seward Middle has ever had!  The 

purpose of the event was to have some fun, work in teams, and show good sportsmanship.  It was a smashing success, 

thanks to the efforts of SLT, Terri Carter, and the staff of the mid.  (The gym basically exploded following the tug-of-war 

competition.)  The positivity and momentum we built here helps to carry us forward.  One of our biggest priorities is to get 

students studying something they enjoy, working together, and having a little fun doing it.  Reality kicks in more and more 

as kiddos transition to and through the high school and into the work force.  Our middle school is one of the last chances 

to study, have fun, and be a kid.  Go Blue and Silver!  That’s important! 

Study 

The second big item we’ve invested in is a double down of our catchment system.  If you haven’t been able to see or hear 

how the whole of our students are doing in core areas, such as reading, writing, and math, I can tell you over 40% of our 

students are performing below the 25th percentile in one or all of these areas—meaning, out of 100 students, 75 are out-

performing us nation-wide.  There are a lot of factors at play that can contribute to this (study skills, relationships, health 

and safety, etc.).  It is essential we have a catch system that (1) identifies students struggling in these areas, and (2) we 

methodically facilitate their growth through research-based programs.  Our middle school is also the last place our kiddos 

will receive such programs in reading and math designed to prepare them for higher level literacy and computation.  Huge 

kudos to Katy Scrivo and Ann Sieminski for taking on this challenge.  We want each of our kiddos to have a fair shot in high 

school, and beyond.  That’s important! 

Upcoming Events 

Myla has invited Teresa Gray to our school to share her experiences providing medical treatment to Syrian Refugees in 

Greece.  If you are interested in attending the show, stop by the auditorium on Wednesday, November 16 at 10am.  Ms. 

Gray will fly to Haiti to help people displaced as a result of the recent hurricane. 

We have a number of basketball games coming up, including an exhibition game against Cordova this Thursday, Nov 3, 

from 3:00-6:00.  Girls will play at the middle school, and boys at the high school.  Scrimmages at Nikiski takes place this 

Saturday from 9:00-5:30.  The bus leaves at 6:00.   

Seward Middle will participate in an emergency evacuation drill this month.  We will partner with local emergency re-

sponse, and meet at our alternate meeting area—the softball fields.  The goals of this event are to: 

 Engage students and staff in thinking about how to respond if a dangerous intruder enters the building. 

 Practice evacuations often. 

 Practice with parents, guardians, and emergency response, safe collection of their children following an event. 

Stay tuned for more information as we get closer to the rehearsal. 

We have a great team of teachers and support here, who care deeply about your kiddo.  Stop by, and we’ll show ya!  If 

you have any questions, comments or concerns, please give me a call at 224-9025, or stop by the office. 

Best Wishes, 

Andy 
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Principals Desk Continued……...see pictures below: 
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Teacher News 

Parents/Students please take time to visit the teachers sites below.  If absent 

this is where your child needs to check for assignments. 

 Mrs. Liljemark class pages: www.lilglobalvillage.com  

 Mrs. Nichol Canvas class page:  http://bit.ly/2bQkvi4  

 

 

 Ms. Walker LA 7 Canvas page to access homework, upcoming assignments, and expectations: https://kpbsd.instructure.com/

courses/33703 or with a QR code reader on your smart phone: 

 

 Ms. Walker LA 8 Canvas page to access homework, upcoming assignments, and expectations: https://kpbsd.instructure.com/

courses/33701 or with a QR code reader on your smart phone: 

 

 Mrs. Scrivo:  www.scrivosuperstars.com 

 Mr. Barnwell:  https://sites.google.com/a/g.kpbsd.org/mr-b-s-6th-grade-09-10/  

 Ms. Hammer:  https://ps.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/public/home.html 

 Mr. Skraba Reising:  Algebra:  https://kpbsd.instructure.com/courses/33292  

       Geometry:  https://kpbsd.instructure.com/courses/33102 

Yearbooks are now on sale.  If you would like to purchase a student-

created yearbook to remember these middle school years please 

bring $23 check (made out the Seward Middle School) or cash to 

Mrs. Honebein at the front office.  We only order a set number, and 

we sold out last year, so order now!  

Yearbook 

https://kpbsd.instructure.com/courses/33703
https://kpbsd.instructure.com/courses/33703
https://kpbsd.instructure.com/courses/33701
https://kpbsd.instructure.com/courses/33701
http://www.scrivosuperstars.com/
https://sites.google.com/a/g.kpbsd.org/mr-b-s-6th-grade-09-10/
https://kpbsd.instructure.com/courses/33292
https://kpbsd.instructure.com/courses/33102
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1st Quarter A/B Honor Roll 

6th Grade: Ailaina Armstrong, Ozzy Deel, Ava Dickson, Allie Dixon, Renee Elhard, 

Brooklyn Forshee-Kurtz, Aly Guernsey*, Nicole Hettick, Paxton Hill*, Joshua Kanaday, 

Leah Kava-Murdock, Porter Rockwell, Ayla Tritz, Alexi Walker*, Nikoya Wallace, 

Mary Withrow*, Emery Zinis. 

7th Grade:  Rowen Bean, Ryan Brown, Karyle Ebberson*, Joseph Foutz*, Luke Gun-

ter, Steven Harshman, Bryan Mitchell, Annika Nilsson, Hannah Schilling*, Shelby 

Sieminski*, Peter Spanos, Chynna Stanley*, Sailor Terry*, Emily Unrein, Mikya Wal-

lace, Matthias Wood. 

8th Grade:  Anevay Ambrosiani*, Paola Baez, Reanna Brewi, Lucas Brockman, Cody 

Bryden, Selma Casagranda*, Levi Deboard*, Malia Hewitt*, Trey Ingalls*, Sam 

Koster, Neil Lindquist, Calysta Lohman*, Kylie Mullaly*, Clayton Peterson, Maxwell 

Pfeiffenberg*, Marisa Phasomsap, Angel Purigay*, Tegan Retzer, Katelyn Sawyer-

Lemme*, Angel Schwertfeger, Sequoia Sieverts*, Ashley Trapp, Makaira Williams, 

Onaangel Williamson. 

*4.0 GPA 

Nurses News 

Spreading the Flu 

People with the flu can spread it to others up to about 6 feet away accord-

ing to the CDC.  If we have the Flu, we generally spread it by droplets when we cough, 

sneeze, or talk.  Droplets can land in the mouths or noses of others who are nearby or be 

inhaled into the lungs.  We may also get the flu by touching a surface or object that has flu 

virus on it and then touching our own mouth or nose.   

We can infect other people 1 day before development of symptoms and up to 5-7 days after 

becoming sick.  Some never show symptoms and still spread the flu. 

I would recommend prevention by getting the annual flu vaccine.  Also, washing your 

hands with soap and water is still the  

Number one way to prevent illness.  If you do get sick, please stay home. 

Nurse Yoly 
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Mind-A-Mazes 

Rodent Racers!! 

This year’s Mind A-Mazes problem involved a bit of 

ingenuity, refinement, and a complete disregard for 

the safety of one’s fingers.  Rodent Racers were a big 

hit! Using a small mouse trap as the only source of en-

ergy, students designed devices which could travel at 

least twenty-one feet and were accurate enough to hit 

a coffee can at the end of a three-foot lane.  After 

working on their devices for a few weeks, three teams 

from Seward Middle School traveled to Soldotna on October 15th to compete at the dis-

trict level.   

Junior Division: 

The Cheese Balls:  Paxton Hill, Ozzy Deel, Aly 

Guernsey, Alexi Walker 

 

Intermediate/Senior Division: 

Grease Lightning: Grant Hinders, Rowan Bean, 

Wren Dougherty, Tommy Cronin 

Gavin and the Cats: Joseph Foutz, Luke Gunter, 

Gavin Foote, Peter Spanos 

 

The success of the various devices was mixed, but 

Seward Middle did walk away with one of the cov-

eted 

awards.  A Spontaneous Challenge is a component 

of each year’s Mind A-Mazes competition, and is a 

challenge that requires each team to solve an en-

gineering problem on the spot without any prepa-

ration.  The Cheese Balls placed third in the 

Spontaneous Problem Solving category by building 

a tower of sticks in 12 minutes that would hold 

weights of various sizes.  Seward Middle School 

was well represented in enthusiasm and sports-

manship by all who participated in this event. 
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P.E. News 

6th and 7th graders will be swimming on Wednesdays.  

They will not swim on early release days.  Make sure 

they have a swim suit and towel.  

 

 

Sports News 

Eligibility checks occur each Monday, the week of sched-

uled competitions.  Students must have a 2.0 or above to participate 

in any games for the week and no F’s.   

Basketball Schedule 

 Saturday, Nov. 5 —Boys A and B team scrimmage @ Nikiski 9am-

1pm.  Girls A and B team scrimmage at Nikiski 1pm-5pm. 

 Friday, Nov. 11—Seward vs. Skyview 7th @ Skyview 5:30pm. 

 Friday, Nov. 18—Kenai vs. Seward @ Seward 3pm. 

 Saturday, Nov. 19—Seward vs. Homer @ Homer 12pm. 

 Tuesday, Nov. 22—Nikiski  vs Seward @ Seward 3pm 

 Friday, Dec. 2—Seward vs. Kenai @ Kenai 3pm (Exhibition Game). 

 Friday, Dec. 9—Skyview 8th vs. Seward @ Seward 3pm. 

 Tuesday, Dec. 13—First round borough tournament TBA. 

 Saturday, Dec. 17—Finals borough tournament @ Seward 10am. 
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Ms. Waggoner's Art Class 
Winners for the middle school age group Alternative Energy Art contest are: Selma Casagranda  1st 

place and Lucy Hankins 2nd place.  Seward Energy Forum & Fair took place last weekend at Avtec!  This 
fair brought light to clean, alternative sources of energy such as geothermal, biomass, solar, wind, and hydro 
energy.  Students from K-12 made art inspired by this subject matter and did a great job!  This show was juried 
by the public and has amazing prizes from local businesses!  Here are some of them! 

         Selma Casagranda            Lucy Hankins 

              Isiah Harris          Karlye Ebberson              Preston Jeffords 

            Lydia Jacoby   Antilleon Atcherian                                         Matthias Wood 

https://www.facebook.com/SewardEnergy/
http://sewardhighart.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/files/2016/10/IMG_4970.jpg
http://sewardhighart.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/files/2016/10/IMG_4964.jpg
http://sewardhighart.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/files/2016/10/IMG_4965-1.jpg
http://sewardhighart.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/files/2016/10/IMG_4967.jpg
http://sewardhighart.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/files/2016/10/IMG_4968.jpg
http://sewardhighart.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/files/2016/10/IMG_4969.jpg
http://sewardhighart.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/files/2016/10/IMG_4971.jpg
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District News 
Popular Links  

Early Release Days 
Bus Routes and Student Transportation 
KPBSD five year strategic plan 
Lunch Menus 
Mobile APP 
New-To-District Students 
Parent Student Handbook 
PowerSchool navigation tips 
Safety Protocol at KPBSD Schools 
School Calendars 

School Start and End Times 
Volunteer in a neighborhood school 
Common links for parents and students 

The mission of the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District is to develop productive, responsible citizens who 
are prepared to be successful in a dynamic world. 
 

Destiny Walker                                                 Emmalee DeLand                                          Amanda Magee 

       Neil Lindquist                                     Clay Peterson                                         Adryanna Morris 

http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/communications.aspx?id=31712
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/departments.aspx?id=282
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/communications.aspx?id=27170
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/departments.aspx?id=464
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/communications.aspx?id=31262
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/students_parents.aspx?id=448
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=30607
http://kb.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/index.php/Navigate_PS_Parent_Portal
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/communications.aspx?id=27194
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/students_parents.aspx?id=20403
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/departments.aspx?id=270
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/employment.aspx?id=19556
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/students_parents.aspx

